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German Admiralty and the state of mind of the crews
of the interned ships.
From the S May onwards, that is from the date the
Peace Conditions were made known to Germany, the
strictest censorship was imposed on the Interned
Squadron. The date of the re-imposition of these
restrictions shows beyond question that they were
intended to keep us in the dark regarding the Peace
negotiations and particularly as regarded the threat of
war or renewal of hostilities by cutting us off from
communication with the homeland. The new censorship
regulations, amongst other things, laid down that the
outgoing mail from Germany, which until then had gone
straight from the mail-boat uncensored to the ships, had
now to go through the English censors in London. This
deviation of the mail meant a delay of from three to
four weeks! The protests made against this were not
entertained: the British Government considered it
* essential' that the censorship should be carried out only
in London. The delay in the mails, as was emphasized
in the protest, could only worsen the state of mind of the
crews, which was already bad enough owing to the long
internment. Perhaps this was a further cunning move
on the part of the English to break the spirit of the crews
and thereby to bring pressure on the German Government
to reduce the numbers of the men. Then when the
Entente had made the stealing or taking over of the
ships all the easier, or by emphasizing the hardships had
convinced the German Government, the Government
might soon be glad to get rid of this unhappy Squadron.
In any case the tightening of the censorship seemed such
an extraordinary measure to me that it impressed me
with the idea of keeping the sharpest watch where England
was concerned.